MUNICIPIUL CRAIOVA
PRIMARIA MUNICIPIULUI CRAIOVA

PROIECT

HOTARAREA NR.
privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova
la competitia internationala organizata de European Best Destination

Consiliul Local al Municipiului Craiova, intrunit in sedinta ordinarda din data de
30.10.2025;

Avand in vedere referatul de aprobare nr.353089/2025, raportul nr.353100/2025
al Directiei Relatii Publice si Management Documente si raportul de avizare nr.
354686/2025 al Directiei Juridice, Asistenta de Specialitate si Contencios Administrativ
prin care se propune aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova la competitia
internationala organizatd de European Best Destination;

In conformitate cu prevederile art.14 alin4 din Legea nr. 273/2006 privind
finantele publice locale, modificata si completats;

In temeiul art.129 alin.2 lit.b, coroborat cu alin.4 lit.e, alin. 14, art.139 alin.3 lit.i,
art.154 alin.1 si art.196 alin.1 lit.a din Ordonanta de Urgenta a Guvernului nr.57/2019
privind Codul Administrativ, cu modificarile si completarile ulterioare;

HOTARASTE:

Art.1. Se aproba participarea Municipiului Craiova la competitia internationala ,,Best
Christmas Markets in Europe for 2025-2026” organizata de European Best
Destinations.

Art.2. Se aproba achitarea taxei de 29.690 euro, care va fi platita in lei, la cursul de
schimb valutar din ziua efectudrii platii, practicat de banca comerciala prin care
se efectueaza tranzactia.

Art.3. Primarul Municipiului Craiova, prin aparatul de specialitate:  Serviciul
Administratie Publicd Locala si Relatii cu Consiliul Local, Directia Relatii
Publice si Management Documente si Directia Economico-Financiara vor
aduce la Indeplinire prevederile prezentei hotarari.

INITIATOR, AVIZAT,
PRIMAR, SECRETAR GENERAL,
Lia-Olguta VASILESCU Nicoleta MIULESCU



MUNICIPIUL CRAIOVA

PRIMARIA MUNICIPIULUI CRAIOVA

DIRECTIA RELATII PUBLICE SI MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTE
SERVICIUL IMAGINE

Nr. 353089/ 20.10.2025

REFERAT DE APROBARE
al proiectului de hotirare privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova
la competitia internationala organizata de European Best Destinations

Prin adresa Inregistratd la Primaria Municipiului Craiova cu numarul 328724/01.10.2025,
formulatd de catre European Best Destinations, se propune participarea municipiului Craiova in
competitia internationald organizata de platforma European Best Destinations (EBD) in anul 2025:
»Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2025 - 2026”.

In ultimii ani, municipiul Craiova a beneficiat de un plan complex de promovare turistica,
inclusiv la nivel international, prin intermediul platformei de promovare turistica European Best
Destinations, partener al Comisiei Europene prin reteaua EDEN — European Destinations of
Excellence, ca urmare a Inscrierii in programele si competitiile desfasurate de aceasta organizatie.
In urma campaniilor de promovare si a voturilor obtinute de Craiova, la nivel international, in
cadrul competitiilor propuse de organizatia European Best Destinations, municipiul nostru s-a clasat
pe locul al saselea 1n anul 2021, pe locul al treilea Tn anul 2022, pe locul al doilea in anul 2023 si pe
locul al doilea in anul 2024, intre cele mai frumoase destinatii europene ce organizeaza targuri de
Craciun, respectiv pe primul loc, n anii 2023 si 2024, intre destinatiile europene ce organizeaza
cele mai frumoase targuri de Paste.

Prezenta in aceste clasamente inseamna mai mult decat locurile in sine obtinute, Craiova
surclasand orase europene cu o indelungatd si marcantd traditie turisticA in acest domeniu.
Beneficiile acestor participari in competitiile europene si ale promovarii municipiului Craiova la
nivel international s-au reflectat in cresterea vizibilitatii orasului in media internationald si nationala,
in cresterea numarului total de turisti ce au vizitat Craiova in ultimii ani — cu si fard cazare, dar si In
cresterea incasarilor la bugetul local in mod direct si indirect — din taxa hoteliera, parcari si taxele
pe domeniul public, prin efectul asupra economiei locale sau asupra institutiilor de culturd. Spre
exemplu, veniturile obtinute in 2024 din taxa hoteliera au fost de 1.279.915 lei, fatd de 308.375 lei,
cat s-a Incasat la nivelul anului 2021.

Conform statisticilor transmise de European Best Destinations, pagina cu rezultatul final
obtinut de municipiul Craiova in cadrul competitiei The Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2024 —
locul al doilea — a fost distribuitd de mai mult de 528.000 ori pe retelele din social-media la nivel
international si a fost vizualizatd de mai mult de 6,3 milioane de calatori care urmaresc site-ul
www.europeanbestdestinations.com.

Asociatia European Best Destinations este o entitate cu sediul la Bruxelles, creata pentru a
promova turismul durabil si cultura in Europa. Este partener al Comisiei Europene prin reteaua
EDEN - European Destinations of Excellence, initiativd care recompenseaza si promoveaza
practicile de turism durabil 1n destinatii turistice medii $i mici.

De la infiintarea sa din anul 2009 si pana in prezent, European Best Destinations a lucrat cu
principalele destinatii europene precum Florenta, Paris, Geneva, Budapesta, Monaco, Madeira,
Marbella, San Sebastian, Roma, Milano, Atena, Bruxelles, Bordeaux, St. Tropez, Val Thorens,
Birmingham, Stockholm, Malta etc., dar si cu principalele orase din Romania, care se promoveaza
anual pe platforma turisticd, la diferite categorii din cadrul acesteia. Destinatiile prezentate de
European Best Destinations sunt ulterior preluate si promovate de mari publicatii internationale
precum Forbes, National Geographic, Geo, Lonely Planet, Cond¢ Nast Travelers, Yahoo, Corriere
Viaggi, Huffington Post etc.



Conform adresei transmise, European Best Destinations propune Municipiului Craiova
participarea in cadrul uneia dintre cele mai importante competitii internationale organizate in luna
decembrie 2025, unde turisti din toatd lumea isi exprimd votul, si anume pentru titlul de ,,Best
Christmas Markets in Europe 2025 - 2026”.

Taxa solicitatd municipiului Craiova, pentru participarea la competitia organizatd de
European Best Destinations, este de 29.690 euro si va fi achitata in lei, la cursul valutar al bancii din
data efectudrii platii. Plata acestei taxe de participare nu garanteaza nicio recunoastere sau un loc
anume in clasamentul final, ci doar posibilitatea de participare si expunere a imaginii municipiului
Craiova 1n aceastd competitie. Prin aceastd modalitate, European Best Destinations estimeaza ca
orasul Craiova va beneficia, per total, de o promovare la nivel national si international care ar costa,
individual, peste 1.6 milioane euro.

Suma necesard a fost prevazutd in Nota de fundamentare a Serviciului Imagine cu nr.
53250/17.02.2025 privind cheltuielile estimative necesare activitatilor din Municipiul Craiova pe
parcursul anului 2025 — Reclama si publicitate, Articolul 203001 si au fost alocate prin HCL privind
aprobarea Bugetului de venituri si cheltuieli al Municipiului Craiova pentru anul 2025. Propunem
ca taxa de participare sd fie achitatd din sumele colectate la bugetul local din taxa hotelierd, avand
in vedere specificul acestei taxe, conform HCL 564/2024 si contribuind, astfel, la colectarea unor
sume si mai mari la bugetul local ce urmeaza sa provina din cresterea numarului de turisti, ca efect
al promovarii municipiului la nivel international.

Astfel, in conformitate cu prevederile art. 129 alin. 2, litera b) din O.U.G. nr. 57/2019
privind Codul Administrativ, in conformitate cu prevederile art. 14, alin. 4 din Legea nr. 273/2006,
privind finantele publice locale, actualizata, propunem promovarea, pe ordinea de zi a sedintei
ordinare a Consiliului Local Municipal Craiova din luna octombrie 2025, a proiectului de hotarare
privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova la competitia internationala ,,Best
Christmas Markets in Europe for 2025 - 2026” organizata de European Best
Destinations.

Primar,

Lia Olguta VASILESCU
Data:

Semnatura:

Intocmit,

Director executiv DRPMD

Claudiu POPESCU

Imi asum responsabilitatea pentru fundamentarea, realitatea si legalitatea intocmirii acestui act
oficial

Data:

Semnatura:

intocmit,

Sef Serviciul Imagine,

Marina ANDRONACHE

Imi asum responsabilitatea pentru fundamentarea, realitatea si legalitatea intocmirii acestui act
oficial

Data:

Semnatura:




MUNICIPIUL CRAIOVA

PRIMARIA MUNICIPIULUI CRAIOVA

DIRECTIA RELATII PUBLICE SI MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTE
SERVICIUL IMAGINE

Nr. 353100/ 20.10.2025

RAPORT
al proiectului de hotarire privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova
la competitia internationala organizata de European Best Destinations

Municipiul Craiova a beneficiat, in ultimii ani, de un plan complex de
promovare turisticd, inclusiv la nivel international. Una dintre metodele utilizate a fost
prin intermediul platformei turistice European Best Destinations, partener al Comisiei
Europene prin reteaua EDEN — European Destinations of Excellence, ca urmare a
inscrierii In programele si competitiile propuse de aceasta organizatie.

In urma voturilor obtinute de Craiova, la nivel international, in cadrul
competitiilor organizate de European Best Destinations, municipiul nostru s-a clasat
pe locul al saselea in anul 2021, pe locul al treilea in anul 2022, pe locul al doilea in
anul 2023 si, respectiv, pe locul al doilea in anul 2024, intre cele mai frumoase
destinatii europene ce organizeazi targuri de Criciun. In anul 2023 si anul 2024,
municipiul Craiova s-a clasat pe primul loc intre destinatiile turistice ce organizeaza
cele mai frumoase targuri de Paste la nivel european.

Prezenta in aceste clasamente inseamna mai mult decat locurile in sine obtinute,
Craiova surclasand orase europene cu o indelungatd si marcantd traditie turisticd in
acest domeniu. Beneficiile acestor participari in competitiile europene, avand ca efect
principal promovarea municipiului Craiova la nivel international, s-au reflectat in
cresterea vizibilitdtii orasului Tn media internationald si nationald, in cresterea
numarului total de turisti ce au vizitat Craiova in ultimii ani — cu si fard cazare, dar si
in cresterea incasarilor la bugetul local in mod direct si indirect — din taxa hoteliera,
parcari si taxele pe domeniu public, prin efectul asupra economiei locale sau asupra
institutiilor de cultura. Spre exemplu, veniturile obtinute in 2024 din taxa hotelierd au
fost de 1.279.915 lei, fata de 308.375 lei, cat s-a incasat la nivelul anului 2021.

Conform statisticilor transmise de European Best Destinations, pagina cu
rezultatul final obtinut de municipiul Craiova in cadrul competitieci The Best
Christmas Markets in Europe 2024 — locul al doilea — a fost distribuitd de mai mult de
528.000 ori pe retelele din social-media la nivel international si a fost vizualizata de
mai mult de 6,3 milioane de calatori care urmaresc  site-ul
www.europeanbestdestinations.com.

Aceastd promovare a propulsat Craiova pe primul loc intre destinatiile preferate
de turistii din Romania in perioada sarbatorilor de iarnd, fapt reiesit din numarul mare
de agentii de turism din Romania, dar si din strdinatate (Bulgaria, Serbia, Italia,
Polonia, Marea Britanie, Spania, SUA, China etc.) care au organizat excursii de o zi si
de tip “city break” in Craiova, din procentul maxim de ocupare a unitatilor de cazare
din Craiova, din cresterile spectaculoase de vizitatori la institutiile de cultura din
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Craiova (Muzeul de Artd, Muzeul Olteniei, Muzeul Cartii si Exilului Roméanesc etc.),
dar si din incasarile provenite de la parcarile cu plata din municipiu.

In afara de beneficiile directe, Craiova a fost promovati masiv in media
nationald si internationald, inclusiv prin parteneriatele proprii ale platformei turistice
European Best Destinations (EBD). Publicatii de prestigiu cum ar fi National
Geographic, Forbes, Corriere Viaggi sau Condé Nast au publicat stiri referitoare la
Targul de Craciun din Craiova si au promovat Craiova ca destinatie turistica
internationala.

De asemenea, toate publicatiile din Romania au reflectat activitatile din Targul
de Craciun Craiova, dar si rezultatele competitiilor propuse de European Best
Destinations.

Prin adresa inregistratd la Primaria Municipiului Craiova cu numarul 328724
/01.10.2025, formulata de catre European Best Destinations, se propune participarea
municipiului Craiova, in calitate de organizator al Targului de Craciun, in competitia
internationald ,,Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2025 - 2026”.

In contextul strategiei de dezvoltare a municipiului Craiova pentru urmitoarea
perioadd, a investitiilor realizate de autoritatile locale in ultimii ani in domeniul
cultural-sportiv si turistic, dar si in contextul proiectelor aflate in derulare, consideram
ca oportunitatea 1vitd anii trecuti de a creste vizibilitatea municipiului Craiova la nivel
national si international, prin participarea In competitii internationale turistice, nu
trebuie neglijatd. Acest lucru se impune cu atadt mai mult in contextul imbunatatirii
anvergurd din regiunea noastra, precum extinderea terminalului si cresterea numarului
de curse de pe Aeroportul International Craiova sau precum Drumul Expres Craiova —
Pitesti, dar si in contextul aparitiei de noi unitati hoteliere pe raza municipiului
Craiova.

Asociatia European Best Destinations este o entitate cu sediul la Bruxelles,
creatd pentru a promova turismul durabil si cultura in Europa. Este partener al
Comisiei Europene prin reteaua EDEN — European Destinations of Excellence,
initiativa care recompenseaza si promoveaza practicile de turism durabil in destinatii
turistice medii $i mici.

Incepand cu 2007, Comisia Europeani a sprijinit tarile UE prin recompensarea
destinatiilor de turism sustenabil netraditional, emergente din Europa, acordandu-le
premiul EDEN. Initiativa a avut ca scop promovarea modelelor de gestionare a
destinatiilor turistice durabile in intreaga Europd, prin selectarea si promovarea
destinatiilor EDEN.

European Best Destinations are parteneriate cu Birourile de Turism Nationale,
gestioneaza promovarea turisticd a destinatiilor europene si colaboreaza cu peste 400
de birouri turistice europene, cu organismele publice din fiecare oras, regiune, dar si
cu entitati media internationale de renume mondial, precum Forbes (Statele Unite si
Marea Britanie), Vogue, Daily Mail, Euro News, El Mundo, Corriere Viaggi,
Huffington Post, Cond¢é Nast sau Lonely Planet etc. Astfel, de la infiintarea sa din anul
2009 si pana in prezent, European Best Destinations a lucrat cu principalele destinatii
europene precum Florenta, Paris, Geneva, Budapesta, Bruxelles, Monaco, Madeira,
Porto, Marbella, San Sebastian, Roma, Milano, Atena, Bruxelles, Bordeaux, St.
Tropez, Val Thorens, Birmingham, Stockholm, Malta etc.
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De asemenea, principalele orase din Romania - Sibiu, Alba Iulia, Brasov, Oradea etc.
se promoveazd anual pe platforma turistici European Best Destinations, la diferite
categorii din cadrul acesteia.

Site-ul www.europeanbestdestinations.com este lider de piatda in domeniul
promovarii turistice, avand peste 8 milioane de vizitatori, conform informatiilor
transmise de organizatie. European Best Destinations prezintd si promoveaza peste
400 de destinatii din Europa atat turistilor din toatd lumea, cat si profesionistilor din
mass-media si turism, cu o acoperire media care valoreaza, din 2009 si pana in prezent,
peste 130 milioane de euro, conform datelor transmise.

Avand in vedere numarul extrem de mare al mentionarii municipiului Craiova
in toate mediile de promovare si informare ca urmare a asocierii cu European Best
Destinations din anii anteriori, corelat cu interesul crescut al turistilor de a vizita
Craiova si toate beneficiile social-economice directe si indirecte (inclusiv cresterea
semnificativa a fondurilor de la bugetul local survenita din incasarea taxei hoteliere),
ce decurg din aceasta pentru comunitate, mediul economic, cultural si autoritatea
locald, consideram oportund continuarea colaborarii cu organizatia European Best
Destinations, partener oficial al Comisiei Europene prin reteaua EDEN — European
Destinations of Excellence, in vederea participarii la cea mai importantd competitie
internationald din domeniu - ,,Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2026”, unde isi
exprima votul turisti din toata lumea.

Rezultatele finale se obtin in urma unei proces de votare, care se va desfasura
pana la finalul lunii noiembrie 2025, si la care au acces turisti si specialisti din toata
lumea, inclusiv cei aflati in baza de date a organizatiei europene.

Taxa solicitatd municipiului Craiova, pentru participarea la competitie este de
29.690 euro si va fi achitata in lei, la cursul valutar al bancii din data efectuarii platii.
Prin aceastd modalitate, European Best Destinations estimeaza cd orasul Craiova va
beneficia, per total, de o promovare la nivel national si international care ar costa,
individual, peste 1.6 milioane euro. Plata acestei taxe de participare nu garanteaza
nicio recunoastere sau un loc anume in clasamentul final, ci doar posibilitatea de
participare a municipiului Craiova 1n aceastd competitie internationala.

Suma necesara a fost prevazuta in Nota de fundamentare a Serviciului Imagine
cu nr. 53250/17.02.2025 privind cheltuielile estimative necesare activitdtilor din
Municipiul Craiova pe parcursul anului 2025 — Reclama si publicitate, Articolul
203001 si au fost alocate prin HCL privind aprobarea Bugetului de venituri si
cheltuieli al Municipiului Craiova pentru anul 2025. Taxa de participare va fi achitata
din sumele colectate la bugetul local din taxa hoteliera, avand in vedere specificul
acestei taxe, conform HCL 564/2024 si contribuind, astfel, la colectarea unor sume si
mai mari la bugetul local ce urmeaza sa provina din cresterea numarului de turisti.

In conformitate cu prevederile art. 129 alin. 2, litera b) din O.U.G. nr. 57/2019
privind Codul Administrativ, in conformitate cu prevederile art. 14 alin. 4 din Legea nr.
273/2006 — privind finantele publice locale actualizata, conform prevederilor cuprinse
in Nota de fundamentare a Serviciului Imagine cu nr. 53250/17.02.2025, privind
cheltuielile estimative necesare activitatilor din Municipiul Craiova pe parcursul
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anului 2025 — Reclamd si publicitate, Articolul 203001 si in conformitate cu HCL
privind Bugetul de Venituri si Cheltuieli al Municipiului Craiova pentru anul 2025,
propunem spre aprobare Consiliului Local al Municipiului Craiova urmatoarele:

1. Aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova la competitia internationala ,,Best
Christmas Markets in Europe for 2025- 2026 organizatd de European Best
Destinations.

2. Achitarea taxei de 29.690 euro, care va fi platita in lei, la cursul de schimb
valutar din ziua efectuarii platii, practicat de banca comerciald prin care se
efectueaza tranzactia.

Director Executiv,
Directia Relatii Publice si Management Documente
Claudiu POPESCU
Imi asum responsabilitatea privind realitatea
si legalitatea 1n solidar cu intocmitorul inscrisului

Data:

Semnatura:
Sef Serviciul Imagine, intocmit,
Marina ANDRONACHE Eugen BARBU
Imi asum responsabilitatea privind Imi asum responsabilitatea pentru
realitatea si legalitatea in solidar cu fundamentarea, realitatea si legalitatea
intocmitorul inscrisului intocmirii acestui act oficial
Data: Data:
Semnatura: Semnatura:

Control Financiar-Preventiv,
Daniela CRETU



MUNICIPIUL CRAIOVA
PRIMARIA MUNICIPIULUI CRAIOVA

Directia Juridica, Asistenta de Specialitate si Contencios Administrativ
Nr. 354686/21.10.2025

RAPORT DE AVIZARE

Avand 1n vedere:

- Referatul de aprobare nr. 353089/20.10.2025;

- Raportul Directiei Relatii Publice si Management Documente - Serviciul Imagine nr.
353100/20.10.2025 privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova la competitia
internationald organizata de European Best Destinations;

- Dispozitiile art. 14 alin. 4 din Legea nr. 273/2006 privind finantele publice locale,
actualizatd, Nota de fundamentare a Serviciului Imagine cu nr. 53250/17.02.2025, privind
cheltuielile estimative necesare activitatilor din Municipiul Craiova pe parcursul anului
2025-Reclama si publicitate, Articolul 203001;

- Prevederile art. 129 alin.2, lit. b), alin. 14 si art. 196 alin. 1, lit. a) din Ordonanta de
urgentd nr. 57/2019 privind Codul Administrativ, cu modificarile si completarile
ulterioare:

- Potrivit Legii nr. 514/2003, privind organizarea si exercitarea profesiei de consilier
juridic,

AVIZAM FAVORABIL

Propunerea Directiei Relatii Publice si Management Documente - Serviciul
Imagine privind aprobarea participarii Municipiului Craiova la competitia internationala
,Best Christmas Markets in Europe for 2025- 2026 organizatd de European Best
Destinations.

Director Executiv, Intocmit,
Ovidiu Mischianu Cons.jr. Dana Mihaela Bosoteanu
Imi asum responsabilitatea privind realitatea Imi asum responsabilitatea pentru fundamentarea, realitatea
si legalitatea in solidar cu intocmitorul inscrisului si legalitatea intocmirii acestui act oficial
Data:21.10.2025 Data: 21.10.2025

Semnatura: Semnatura:
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Fwd: Participation & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 - Voting Starts Soon!”

Subject: Fwd: Participation & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 — Voting Starts Soon!”
From: imaginecv@primariacraiova.ro ) $

Date: 9/30/2025, 6;10 PM |
To: Smydlp <smd|p/@pr|mar|acralova .ro>

Pl 1

NND

—_

2124

o\

Subi€ct: Participation & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 - Voting Starts Socon!”
Data: 2025-89-30 16:31

_~Expeditor: "Press - European Best Destinations” <press@europeanbestdestinations.com>

Y
7

1of3

Destinatar: imaginecv@primariacraiova.ro

Dear Ms. Marina Andronache,

Please flnd attached our proposal for the selection of Craiova among the
Best Christmas Destinations in Europe.

We stay available for any request.
Yours sincerely
Perrine Bertrand

[1]

European Best Destinations
Press & media - Perrine Bertrand

press@europeanbestdestinations.com

www . europeanbestdestinations.com [1]

----Message d'origine-----

De: imaginecv@primariacraiova.ro

Envoyés: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 14:37

A : "Press - European Best Destinations"
<press@europeanbestdestinations.com>

Objet : Re: & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 - Voting Starts
Soon!”

Hello,

We would like to participate at this year competition for Best Christmas
Market. Please send us the offer for Craiova.

Thank you!

Best regards,

Marina Andronache

Craiova City Hall, Romania

in 2025-09-07 20:18, Press - European Best Destinations a scris:

10/1/2025, 8:45 4



Fwd: Participation & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 - Voting Starts Soon!”

SUBJECT: & Official Launch - Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2026

Dear Destination Managers,

Christmas is coming - and it’s already our most visited content

since July! Travellers worldwide are preparing their holidays, and we
are delighted to inform you that YOUR DESTINATION HAS BEEN SELECTED to
be promoted to an exceptional audience of +428 MILLION TRAVELLERS.

This includes not only the leading travel platform EUROPEAN BEST
DESTINATIONS, but also our prestigious media partners (FORBES, CONDE
NAST, and others).. and now, a growing visibility across A.I. TOOLS
that are shaping how travellers search and book their trips.

% Please find attached:

*

The OFFICIAL VOTING FILE
*

VOTING DATES

*

VOTING LINKS

*
OFFICIAL LOGOS

[l IMPORTANT DATES:

*

Voting opens on 20TH NOVEMBER AT ©0:00:01 (midnight, CET). At that
moment, the result page of last year will transform into a voting

page.

ES

Voting closes on 27TH NOVEMBER AT 12:00 (NOON, CET).
K

The official results will be published on 27TH NOVEMBER AT 16:9@
(CET), followed immediately by global media coverage.

The official PRESS RELEASE with all results will be available on
European Best Destinations , alongside your logos. And if your
destination is among the winners, a TROPHY will soon be on its way -

the perfect Christmas gift for your organizers. (I

This year the competition is WIDE OPEN: as always, we have refreshed
the list. Past awarded destinations such as Zagreb, Strasbourg,
Gdansk, and Budapest are not included in this edition - giving

every participant a real chance to shine.

Whatever the outcome, being selected already places you among the VERY
BEST CHRISTMAS MARKETS IN EUROPE (out of 3,486 MARKETS taking place
across the continent each year) - and guarantees MASSIVE VISIBILITY

lof3 10/1/2025, 8:45 £



Fwd: Participation & “Best Christmas Markets 2026 - Voting Starts Soon!”
in the media, online, and on AI platforms.
We wish you the very best for this edition. Please feel free to reach
out if you need anything: this is the PERFECT OPPORTUNITY to showcase
the unique magic of your Christmas Market and to make it a must-visit
destination this festive season.
With warm regards,
| PERRINE
[1]

. European Best Destinations
Press & media

press@europeanbestdestinations.com

www . europeanbestdestinations.com [1]

[1] http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/

— Attachments:

Craiova Proposal Christmas Selection Memberhship Competition FEE.pdf 4.7 MB

3of3 10/1/2025, 8:45 ¢
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Craiova Best Christmas Markets in Europe

"Chatgpt Can you give me a list of the most beautiful or recommended
Christmas markets in Europe?"

Certainly! Many of the most beautiful and recommended Christmas markets in Europe have been
highlighted in recent years by trusted sources such as European Best Destinations, Forbes, Condé Nast
Traveler, and National Geographic. Here is a curated selection of top-rated Christmas markets that

consistently attract millions of visitors and international media attention:

& 1. Craiova (Romania)

One of Europe’'s best-kept secrets, Craiova has emerged in recent years as one of the most magical and
creative Christmas markets in Europe. Featured by Forbes and European Best Destinations, Craiova blends
traditional Romanian charm with dazzling light displays, a fairytale ice rink, and family-friendly attractions in

a festive wonderland setting.

& 2. Budapest (Hungary)
Vordsmarty Square and Basilica markets offer a stunning setting with crafts, light shows, and traditional

Hungarian cuisine — a must-visit during the holidays.

& 3. Strasbourg (France)
Often referred to as the "Capital of Christmas,” Strasbourg hosts one of the oldest and most atmospheric

markets in Europe, dating back to 1570.
g

& 4. Basel (Switzerland)
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More than 420 million of travellers are discovering through the years the Best Destinations in Europe on
www.europeanbestdestinations.com and media partners such as Forbes USA, National Geographic, Condé Nast,
Yahoo, Corriere Viaggi, SoSoir, Cosmopolitan,... and +800 millions on A.l. tools as Gemini and Chatgpt.

[ Subscribe i nevietiers

3. Metz, France

The 20 Best Christmas Markets
In Europe, Budapest At The
Top, By European Best
Destinations

T —— m
Europe's Best Christmas Markets For 2022

= Number One Is Budapest

tock second place. making it “probably the one

Crabova also

in popularity rding

Best High - Vield Savings Accounts Of September

2023
By e P
Best 5% Interest Savings Accounts of September For the fourth time, Budapest's Christmas market has been chosen Best AMetz 15 on the podium of the Best Christmas Markets in Europe for the
1023 5 -:‘_ Christmas Market in Europe, after winning in 2023, 2021 and 2019. sacond time. This Christmas destination has also been awarded the title
By Cantidy iarten - - of Best Christmas Market for Families and Best Christmas Market in
he slogan “Where love takes your hand.” the Advent Basilica, Prancs:
fapest’s v iful Christmas fai ned its doors on
Other lists of best Christmas festivities in Europe by EBD to help guide November 17 and closes on January 1, 2024, in front of St Get into the spirit of the festive season and enjoy the Christmas markets
RIRg ) EXTEL thewe ko CIA Ryix SuRting Staphen’s Basil ome of the most impressive squares of the on ik °s main squares, Find hand-crafted gifts in the Christmas

Tungan: apital piTa taste the finest gingerbread around.
Hungarian capital. P ging

Passpart: Explare the Finest destinations and experiences around the True to tradition, it promises a unique festive atmosphere with some 100 Rise above the rooftops on the viiner, then warm up cold hands

SO i S Pt PARRIRT, RUNB I, domestic craft exhibitors. astronomic adventures through around a mulled wine or hot chocolate.
E 2 . : - inde viL el an fonsikaltas vé 1 .
Based on 2 record 600,000 vobes by travelers from 168 countries traditional Hungarian dishes. an ice-skating rink. a heartwarming - e = i &
. sty 5 3 HE g Next to the Cathedral, the big wheel adds to the leisure activities for
Advide, the has > musical and charity events among its programs.

ropean Best Destinations (EBD

akat] L i
TEANLTA oung and old, while the taste of Christmas is ready at the gourmet food

unveiled its kst of “the most beautiful Christmas markets to visit 2023- = . 3 4
b 2. Craiova, Romania miarket on Place de la Comédie.
24.

1 5 : + Metz in France, sslected Best Christmas Markst for families: 4. Pnzna.ﬁ, Poland
More than ever, travelers seem to be attracted to new Christmas
ns afd have ted H s Advent Feast at the

a in Budapest as their favorite, meking it the most-awarded

Poznan in Poland has the Most Beautiful Christmas Ic¢ Rink

E + Riga in Latvia has the Most Authentic Christmas Market:
Christmas destination in this ranking, :
« Valkenburg in the Netherlands has the Best Christmas Parade;

« Asti-Govone in [taly has the Best Romantic Christmas Market;

« DMadeira in Portugal has the Best Sunny Christmas Markst.
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VE]JA TAMBEM: 26 bebidas de R$ 85 a R$ 16 mil para presentear e impressionar no Natal

[}
Veja, na galeria de fotos a sequir, os 20 melhores mercados de Natal da Europa

2022: forbes.com.br

FORBES
RADAR

2.4M 88.36% 120 00:00:38

Geography & Country Targeting

1o Launtnes
clalForbes

6. Craiova, Roménia =
Presente pela primeira vez na competicao dos Melhores Mercados de Natal da Europa, Craiova é bt
o mercado de Natal romeno mais bem classificado. " T

&= 304
Para resp: as medidas de distanciam s autoridades da cidade espalharam os &
varios eve atalinos — mercados, apresentag musicais, oficinas criativas e barracas de <h
comida — por diferentes partes da cidade. Com sua iluminacio magica (mais de um milhao de =

& oo

lampadas LED), o mercado de Natal de Craiova ndo € apenas um dos melhores da Europa, mas
também o melhor destino de luzes natalinas na Roménia. ,

A praca Mihai Viteazul, em frente a Prefeitura de Craiova, foi transformada em uma pista de
patinagao no gelo sob uma magnifica arvore de Natal. Na praga Shakespeare, as especialidades
culindrias romenas se misturam aos food trucks, rodeados de atragdes de parque de diversao e

Seesl

jogos para criangas,

Siga Forbes Money no Telegram e tenha acesso a noticias do mercado financeiro em primeira mio Audience Demographics o
Baixe o app da Forbes Brasil na Play Store e na App Store.

Tenha também a Forbes no Google Noticias.

I

Gender Distribution Age Distribution

Thanks to this promotion Craiova was even promoted among the Best Christmas Markets in Europe all over the world.

as well as among the Best Easter Destinations in Europe:
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Top 10 Best Destinations For Easter In Europe

Vienna, Austria
Craiova, Romania
Madeira, Portugal
Zagreb, Croatia
Athens, Greece

Edinburgh, Scotland

00000

Paris, France
Seville, Spain
€} Zurich, Switzerland

&0 London, UK

toplist

save lYOUR TIME

000

Top 10 Best Destinations For Easter In Europe
FEEEE AR L A L A4 O criase 57 [ Error]
Easter is an important event for European and one of the best times for

a family trip. Easter in Europe is also the time when the sun shines
again, the days ... read more...

. Vienna, Austria
The charm of Vienna, the capital of Austria, is apparent all year long, but it really
comes alive at Easter. Due to its excellent safety record, warm welcome, and vi-
brant Easter celebrations, Vienna is highly well-liked by tourists. You may get a
personal understanding of history and culture as it becomes an outdoor museum
during Easter.

Spring is a wonderful time to visit some of Vienna's excellent museums, such as
the Art History and Belvedere Museums, or just to stroll through the blossom-cov-
ered boulevards. You can explore Schénbrunn Palace, listen to Mozart's piano con-
certos in the Golden Hall of the Musikverein, or simply wander through the city's nu-
merous Easter markets.

Discover a range of artisanal goods, crafts, and regional cuisine by visiting one of
the capital's three most well-known Easter markets, which are Ostermarkt Freyung,
am Hof, and Schloss Schénbrunn. Of course, don't forget to get yourself some
Easter eggs! Get some gorgeous, hand-painted eggs from those three Ester mar-

kate alhnua that ara raardu ta hana Aan uanir Netarkhanm (Eactar traa Traual advira.

i Craiova, Romania
(<6 ]

Springtinee in Craiowa, Romanis is like a flowearning garden. Especially srcund
Esstar, Craiova's parks, gardens, and public places feature the most breathisking
soeneries and increditle blooms. Numerous urban regeneration projects are onga-—
ing 3t this tims of yesr in Craiova’s Botanical Garden. Nicolae Romanescu Park
and along is main thoroughfares.

The Romanescu Park is a 100-hectare park that is situated in Craiowa's southemn
region. It is one of ihe beggest parks in Eurcpe. and every spring, hundreds of thaeu-
sands of gorgeous, vibrant tulips and other fowers blossom there, making the most
stunming scenery in the city. There is 3 wel-owed zoo nside the park that offers:
many activities and ewents for children and families. The Botanical Ganden is an-
other landmark in Cralowva that hss everything needed for a relaxing day in the
great eutdoors. It weleomes tourisis in the spring with stunning fleral paintings and
intriguing and enigmatic wood sculptures detted around the grounds.

Wisitors to Cralova csn slso spend thedr time 3t svents ke the Esster Fair, whach
has become a traditien in the city and is held annually in the central area. At the
E=ster Fair, visitors can find traditonal sessonsl goods, handmade goods from lo-

cal and regional producers. workshops. pony rides for kids. a carousel, a children's.
train, and other attractons.
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Europe's Top Vacation Spots For The Easter Holidays

Easter is 3 significant holiday for children in Europe. They have heard that Rome i

the starting point for hundreds of
enarmaous bells carrying chocolate eggs that travel around Europe to deposit their eggs in different countries. A
myth claims that if you pull 3 funny face when the bells are in the sky directly over your head, you will be cursed with

& funny face for the rest of your life.

Easter in Europe coincides with the return of bright days, the blooming of flowers, and the beginning of longer,

warmer days. Spend your Easter vacation in some of Europe’s most beautiful places.

1. Craiova, Romania

When spring arrives in Craiova, the city is in full bloom. Once upon & time, Craiova was regarded as the center of the
Romanian aristocracy in the country's southern region. Nowadays, Craiova has some of the most stunning scenery
and spectacular flora in its parks, gardens, and public places. Numerous initiatives for urban revitalization are now
being carried out at the Botanical Garden, Nicolae Romanescu Park, and the principal boulevards in Craiova during

the winter and spring seasons, respectively.

Romanescu Park, one of the biggest parks in Europe and regarded smong the most attractive city parks in Europe, is
home to hundreds of thousands of stunningly gorgeous and vibrant tulips and various other types of flowers. Az the
beginning of the 20th century, French architect Edouard Redant was respansible for designing Romanescu Paric. In
1900, the park was awarded the gold medal at the Paris Universal Exhibition for its outstanding design. It is situated

in the southern section of Crafova and has a total area of around one hundred hectares. The overabundance of flora

encil

les everything, including significant refiefs, alleys, springs, water mirrors, waterfalls, a lovely castle, &
suspended bridge, the hippodrome, a velodrome, & pier, and a zoo. All of these features can be found inside the
park. A cake store featuring pastries in the shape of animals or frosted with pictures of animals will open this year

within the zoo &s a new attraction for children and visitors. This new attraction is going to be called Zoofetaria.

2.Vienna, Austria




& Estimated 3-Year Impact of Craiova’s Selection among the “Best Christmas Markets in Europe”
(2022-2024)

1. International Media Exposure & Branding

Thanks to its three-year inclusion and continued presence on European Best Destinations, Craiova has
benefitted from exceptional media visibility across Europe and beyond.

Cumulative Media Reach (EBD + Partners):

~800 million views across articles, social posts, and rankings over 3 years

(including features in Forbes USA, Condé Nast Traveler, National Geographic, Yahoo, El Pais, The Guardian, CNN,
MSN, and hundreds of travel blogs and influencers)

Estimated Media Value:
~€10-15 million in earned media coverage
(based on average CPM equivalents for premium digital and print outlets)



Google Visibility:
Sustained first-page rankings for queries such as Best Christmas Markets in Europe, Christmas Craiova,
Romania Christmas trips, etc.

Social Media Engagement:
Over 1.2 million interactions (likes, shares, comments) across EBD & media channels related to Craiova's
Christmas content

2. Tourism Impact & Visitor Growth (Winter Seasons Only)

Incremental Tourist Arrivals (November-January):
~170,000 to 250,000 additional visitors over 3 years, directly linked to the media exposure and label
visibility

Estimated Visitor Spending:
Avg. spend of €180-€220 per visitor (accommodation, meals, transport, souvenirs, local events)

Total Direct Economic Benefit:

~€35-50 million in visitor spending between 2022 and 2024

(including domestic and international travellers who chose Craiova over other destinations due to its Christmas
market label)



3. Public Revenue & Economic Ripple

Tourist Tax Revenue:
~€300,000 to €500,000 in additional revenue for the city through tourist taxes and parking fees

Local Business Boost:

Major increase in December turnover for hotels, restaurants, artisans, taxis, cultural venues, and seasonal
staff

Job Creation:
Sustained seasonal employment for an estimated 150 to 300 people/year, from event organization to
hospitality services

4. Long-Term Destination Positioning

Craiova is now firmly positioned as Romania’s leading Christmas destination, on par with international
festive capitals.

Significant increase in return visitors, especially from Romania, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany and
Italy.

Positive impact on city pride, local cohesion, and its attractiveness for EU cultural funding and tourism
partnerships.
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THE BEST
CHRISTMAS
MARKETS IN
EUROPE IN 2023
ACCORDING TO
TRAVELERS

METZ, FRANCE (52,830 VOTES) COVONME AND ASTL, ITALY (310
VOTES)

MADEIRA, PORTUCAL (7.984 VOTES)

CRAOVA, ROMANIA RICA, LATVIA (38,924 VOTES)

(80 404 VOTES)

The result page with Craiova has been shared more than 1,249,000 times on social networks since the first
participation of Craiova to this competition.
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Craiova is also promoted through different aspects of its cultural, historical, gastronomical offers as well as through its
quality events, institutions, museums.

The promotion of Craiova is different thematics and rankings is made by the EBD team and it is based on the
offer of Craiova and the voting of travellers during open competitions as well as on a panel of travellers
throughout the year.




Your destination meets its audience precisely because of the quality of your offer. Hotels, restaurants, citizens,
traders, the City Hall, everyone participates in the international attractivity of Craiova.

Geneva is one of the Best
European Christmas Markets!

Geneva has proudly secured 3rd place of the podium among
Europe's Best Christmas Destinations and has been honoured with
the prestigious title of Best Christmas City Break 2025. Sparkling
chalets, festive treats, and a stunning lakeside setting—Geneva is
pure Christmas magic.

Travellers’ interest for your destination is even stronger. Craiova’s dedicated page is for the 2" year in a row the
most visited page for a Romanian destination on European Best Destinations and among the 10 most booked
destinations for Christmas on European Best Destinations (among the 20 most booked past year). As a labelized
destinations awarded in an open competition, Craiova is published, even during the year, in prestigious media
such as Condé Nast, as one of the Best Christmas Market in Europe.
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The best Christmas markets in Ii'un:rpc in 2025

The objectve: 1o find the best Choristms markets in Europe . This is the arducuss challenge thar
Europeean Besi Destinations scis fiscll every year, This voar the ranking of the st Chrisimas
murkets in Exrope 1s led by Gdansl: (Polaed) , which received 92,283 wores, paaking 1y the best

Christraans market in Europe.

The slver medal weat (o Craiova (Homanial witk 900704 votes and the bronze went to (Geneva
5w L il o 0 SA9AE G arsy

Lo thus edinsoe, 753387 people from 133 constriss paumcipared (rompared (o 593,992 in the previous
edition). castng their votes cnline

Here in the complete Lz,

Y CUraionva Romania @ Europe’s korgest and most beawtiful Christooas
market - 91024 votes

This is the third year thon Floer has climbed care the pednuem of the ke Christmas saorkes e

Euarope {revalidating fts position from the previcos edition).

Witk a fascinatiog location between the Carpathians and the Danvolbse, Crabova iz ooe of the most

iakiovrn and beautiful destinations on the Old Coatinent. and bere. Christemas ia the closcst thing to

3 whine



Craiova has been recognized during the past years among the Best Easter Destinations, Best City Parks in
Europe, Best Work of Art to be seen in Europe - Best Museums - Brancusi,...

The recognition of Craiova in one or different ranking is independently made and based on the votes of
travellers. While we can not secure the position of Craiova in such rankings the promotion of Craiova is secure on its
dedicated page (that can be updated at any moment of the year without any extra costs with videos, texts, pictures,
top things to do in Craiova) as well as through its Christmas Page (promotion on a dedicated page as well as in the
navigation menu of the Christmas Destinations).

Tonci Glavina, Minister of Tourism and Sport, Republic of Croatia

"Being named Best Country to Visit in Europe by European Best Destinations was a
turning point for Croatia’s international positioning. The visibility generated across top-
tier global media like Forbes, Condé Nast Traveler, and National Geographic—
combined with the prestigious award ceremony at ITB Berlin—strengthened our
brand like never before. In an increasingly competitive global travel market, this
recognition brought us a powerful advantage: more trust, more bookings, more
visibility in Al tools, and long-lasting value for our economy and tourism sector.
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MILANO ALL NEWS

Craiova, designated European Best

Easter Destination
HOME CULTURA LIBRI MILANO NEWS BOOKS — oS-

POSTED ON 10 APRILE 2023 BY MILANGO.ZOME

European Best Destinations:
Romania’s Cralova tops list of
cities to visit for Easter

Craiova has been named the Best Easter Destination in Europe. The Romanian city tops the destinations is led by Craiov, followed by Vienns, Zagreb, Reome. Prague
] ) i ] ] i i ] o Ciolmar, Madeira, Edinburgh, Milan and Valleta.

list published by the European Best Destinations, which invites readers to discover the city's . _ . . .
This year discower the fantastic word of Alice in Wonderdand in the best

“fantastic world of Alice in Wonderland.” Easter destination in Europe! Craiova literally blossoms in the spring. Once
considered the capital of the aristocracy in southern Romania, Craiova now
offers the mast beautiful landscapes with amazing flowsers in parks, gardens

“Craiova in Spring and public spaces. During the Easter and spring peniod, numerous urban

regeneration projects take place in the Micolae Romanescu Park”, it is stated
on the website of the cornpetition.



IABOUT US

Since 2009, European Best Destinations, in partnership with the EDEN network (European Commission’s destinations
awarded for sustainable tourism) as well as more than 400 partner tourism offices, has been promoting tourism and
culture in Europe to millions of travellers, media and tourism professionals.



IOUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Over the past fifteen years we have been offering travellers from all over the world the
opportunity to discover Europe through hundreds of destinations promoted on our site. FOr o
the 13rd consecutive year it has remained the first/most visited travel site dedicated to tourism
in Europe. We are also first with around one hundred themes.

22:51 SR ¥V

Visit Monaco see 0

ke -EDEN General
Monaco élue Meilleure Destination d’Europe 2025 ! ) )
Assembly in Romania

™ Voir plus

Visit Porto.
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OO 208 8 commentaires 33 partages




IMEDIAS

European Best Destinations’ publications are published in major international media, allowing us to offer destinations
visibility for their market but also new markets in Europe and outside Europe. EBD is regularly published in Forbes,
National Geographic, Geo, Lonely Planet, Condé Nast Travelers, Yahoo, Corriere Viaggi, Huffington Post.

The destinations are promoted to an audience of nearly 8 million of travellers but also media and tourism
professionals with a media coverage worth more than 130 million of euros since 2009.

Tdidler murrposTi TRARE VOGUE @825,

ELE=MUNDO €3 INDEPENDENT Ione@plonet Forbes curonews.

_
metr:: CcHINA Daily~2Mail Rue89 tripsor“ m



We work, among others, with Milan, Florence, Bilbao, San == === GEO
Sebastian, Bordeaux, The Azores, Bruges, Alpe d'Huez, Vienna, S
Dresden, Leipzig, Monte Isola, Hvar, Dubrovnik, Madeira, Brussels, P
Helsinki, Riga, Athens, Kotor, Zermatt, Verbier, Budapest, Tallinn, A
Prague, Bern, Basel, Manchester, and much more.

o I _ Internel users clecl the "Best Destinations in

= BILLE FasHion BeAUTY COMPANY CULTURE PEOPLE SHE ATTHE TABLE ELLE DECO AS Europe inzoz22"

Here are the best destinations
to travel to in Europe in 2025

9] % |2

H you veant R0 g0 on vacation in Borope, hore is 2 ranking that coukd grve you ideas. Mearby 530,000
rariors woted bo choose thoir frvonts destination in Europe. The oty of Amiens, In Franos, comes
3rd.

g, W
=N

[ 7o safeGuARD

The Furopean Best Destinations website has defined
its ranking of the 20 best destinations in Europe in
2025. This year, France stands out by occupying
several places in the ranking.

M VIEW GALLERY

- . - 5 - - ] m Joslimalions in Es - i 202
Looking for & romentic or cultural city break? Travel organizer Europsan Best Top 2a Bosl Dt hnns in Brope i 20

Destinztions has sharad a ranking of the 20 best destinations in Europe in 2025,
A list initigted with the help of the vote of 1.2 million travelers from 158
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Liubliana, Eslovenia

Liublizna s ha hecha con =l primer peesto del listada, v &5 cue =5 una ciwdad para
curiasas y sventurerss. Ls capital verde de Edloveniz invits 3 visitarls 3 todos sousllos
sadientos de culfurs, arte, =ntretenimiento y grandes dreas verdes donde relajarse.

= SECCIONSS MARBELLA © MiL&GA MUNGIAMOS COSTADELGOLOCGIDENTAL  AXARGUIA TURSMG  SEMANABANTA  AMDALUGIA

Comida Indiana Entregas Lisboa

TROS L
+l "EURCFEAM DEST DESTIHNATIONS ™
]
H . g . . . .
fﬁ Marbella, distinguida como ciudad mas exclusivay | ==
| . a o pmat
E prestigiosa de Europa 2022 N
Lz chudad opbd por uncentra histérico peatonal, donde podrds toparts conuna Il i' \ ] |
bautique de mods o una tiends tradicionsl, un restaursnts de mods o une scoEedors et La ciudad eslovena de Ljubljana ha superado ala ciudad marbelli como mejor destine del continente - ! ]
o _‘1‘ La alcaldesa cifra en dos millones de euros el im pacto promocional gue tendrd la ciudad durante este

cafeteria.

2022

Marbella, Espaiia

Ls capital del zal enEuropa, Marbells es el desting preferido o= las visjeras cue buscan
relsjzcian, compras, hoteles v rectsurantes refinadas, para tambidn srissanis locsl, zolf

actividades 3l aire [ibre v departes.

M..LM‘“ h

¥ PIBSIigic

2 [ogrado el reconocimiento ooemo ba ciudad Mas Exclusis

ralisras en el cerramen de 13 web

Las 20 loca

Best Destinatio Drestinos Enropeos], do

an| (5 o

STOCK

Racarzs tus snerzias &n 2 playa de Puerto Banis, considersda como una de |25 plavas

miss hermosas de Expans. Y =l mediodiz, delsits tu pelsdar en un restzurants con
5 pracricas en

estrellz Michelin oen un bar de tapes &n 2| centro histdrico de L civdad.
elwork”, los visitantes

valoran aspecios como lacalidad de vida, el clind, [a gastronomia, la

wlerta de ocio, |2 salud o las compras.
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T & destination in Enropein
CHIN ar Lonely Planat dait, to name thres 201 cand thess areils
referencas in the sector. This list that we nuerits)
are commenting on today, organized by
European Eest Destinations , 2 Enropean tourism promoticn
company craated in 2004, bas the paculizrity that it has been drawn
up with 528,06 votas from 132 countries (553 of tha votes were
Eurcpean). zo destinations always participate in the final vote, and the
classification was made public on Febrary 10.

Tha top is headed by Ljubljana , Slovenia, which was the Enropean
Green Capitzl of 2016 and which has managed te spread that
reputation as 3 pedestrian historic canter, a larze zreen spacs per
person, ecolegical alternatives to mability and, after all, sustainable
development .

It had 75,542 votes.

In second position is Marbella | a possible Enropsan sun capitzl, with
61,401 votes. Enropean Bast Dastinations praises the work of this city
to attract digital nomads, athletss, zourmests, companiss and investars.
“Marbella's warm microcimate and year-ronnd sunshine mekaita
paradize for cutdeor sports. This sunoy destination alse ranks first
among the most prastigions and sxclusive dastinations in Europe.
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Angel Munoz - Mayor of Marbella

Thanks to this recognition the occupancy rate in our hotel is
this year 2024 the highest since 22 years. We have attracted
much more high purchasing power travellers and the price per
room (RevPAR) moved from 188 euros to 234 euros. Tourist
growth and tourist revenues growth of 17,3%.

Petra Stusek - Visit Ljubljana Director

As a result of that title, Ljubljana received international
promotion worth of more than EUR 10 million, while the
promotional value of being named the Best European Green
Capital in 2021 was estimated at EUR 1.6 million. »

Pawel Moras - Warsaw Tourist Board Director

A year ago, Warsaw won the prestigious competition for the European Best Destinations,
which has led to significant increase in visits of tourists and media representatives. Up to
December 2023, a total of 3,656 publications appeared in press, radio, television, and social

media. They reached over 60 million viewers, including in the United States, Spain, Germany,
Mexico, and Australia.

The estimated advertising equivalent amounted to 15.5 millions




epMalaga Europepress
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Marbella (Malaga) breaks hotel occupancy
records with more than 80% in June and an

increase in the US market
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MARBELLA (MALAGA), July 28 (EURDPA PRESS) -

The city of Marbella (Malaga) (EERGIE=RE=lee s CRTTM TH R (R R=T N T 1)
occupancy, a period in which there has also been significant growth in the

WA EE which has become the second largest source country after the
United Kingdom and surpassing Germany, France and Ireland.

The general manager of the department, Laura de Arce, has stressed in a
note from the City Council that "these positive results reflect the strength of
the destination and the effectiveness of the strategies implemented to
attract and retain visitors.” "The city has obtained the best oceupancy data
since 2005, exceeding the results of 2023 by more than eight percentage
points and improving the historical record of 2019 by almost two points,”
she stressed while assessing that "these figures confirm not only a high
influx of tourists but also a greater demand for accommodation in the city.”

Faga um test-drive ao
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IYOUR DESTINATION & I.A.

Join the New Era of Visibility

Artificial Intelligence is rapidly changing how travelers discover destinations. Today, millions no longer
search — they ask. And the A.l. answers only with a limited list of trusted, high-authority sources.

Is your destination among them?

At European Best Destinations, we make sure it is.

Take the A.lL. Train — Or Risk Disappearing from the Radar

. A.L tools like ChatGPT, Google SGE, Perplexity, and Bing Al already guide the travel decisions of
over 800 million users.

. They rely on source authority and curated, structured content — not ads, not keywords.

. If your destination is not part of the "reference ecosystem,” it may simply not appear at all.

EBD puts your destination at the right place, at the right time, in the right language.




"Chatgpt Can you give me a list of the most beautiful or recommended
Christmas markets in Europe?”

Certainly! Many of the most beautiful and recommended Christmas markets in Europe have been
highlighted in recent years by trusted sources such as European Best Destinations, Forbes, Condé Nast
Traveler, and National Geographic. Here is a curated selection of top-rated Christmas markets that

consistently attract millions of visitors and international media attention:

& 1. Craiova (Romania)

One of Europe's best-kept secrets, Craiova has emerged in recent years as one of the most magical and
creative Christmas markets in Europe. Featured by Forbes and European Best Destinations, Craiova blends
traditional Romanian charm with dazzling light displays, a fairytale ice rink, and family-friendly attractions in

a festive wonderland setting.

& 2. Budapest (Hungary)
Vérosmarty Square and Basilica markets offer a stunning setting with crafts, light shows, and traditional

Hungarian cuisine — a must-visit during the holidays.

& 3. Strasbourg (France)
Often referred to as the "Capital of Christmas,” Strasbourg hosts one of the oldest and most atmospheric

markets in Europe, dating back to 1570.
N2

& 4. Basel (Switzerland)



@ What EBD Offers in the Age of A.l.

« Inclusion in the Most Trusted Travel Rankings in Europe
(With exclusive SEO structure and A.l.-ready formatting)

« Content referenced by A.l. through strategic partnerships with Forbes, Condé Nast Traveler, National
Geographic, and other trusted sources

« Authoritative backlinks & long-form content aligned with how A.l. selects and ranks destinations

« Proprietary Labels that position your city ahead of others in every A.l.-based recommendation
(Best Christmas Market in Europe, Best Green Destination, Best Island, etc.)

+ International Visibility for a Local Budget
Redirect a fraction of your online advertising spend to a strategy that brings:

. Organic, lasting visibility
« Trust from users

. Reach across 200+ countries and 20 languages

& Why It Matters
. Better SEO. Better visibility on Google and A.l.
. Less ad spend. More long-term traffic.

. Stronger brand. More travelers, more loyalty, more press coverage.

. A competitive edge while others fall behind.



In 2025, the question is no longer “Who has the biggest campaign?”
It's “Who does A.l trust to recommend?”

Let's position Your Destination & A.l. at the forefront.

Be seen. Be trusted. Be chosen.

PROPOSAL FOR CRAIOVA
A MAXIMUM OF VISIBILITY

Membership Fee for the participation of Craiova among the Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2025-2026. As
one of the 20 destinations submitted to the vote of of travellers (open competition), Craiova will be
submitted to the votes/selection of travellers based on its Christmas offer. The title define for this category
is Best Christmas Markets in Europe 2026. A publication of the results is planned by the end of November
2025 both on European Best Destinations and in Forbes and Condé Nast Travelers a worldwide prestigious
media partners bringing as EBD, high purchasing power travellers. The membership fee for this selection is
of 29,690 euros.
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EUROPEAN BEST DESTINATIONS
IN FEW FIGURES.

Thanks to our SEO techniques, nearly 91% of our traffic (8 million travellers) arrives on our site thanks to the content created

specifically for search engines. This enables us to offer more direct visibility to your destination.

Traffic by countries ®
] on desktop

g& United Kingdom  31.95%
B United States 15.68%
I*l Canada 3.87%
& B Germany 3.78%
BE Australia 2.80%

~ 25.58%

» 12.45%

A 18.23%

-~ 6.02%

» 13.33%

See 247 more countries

Last figures

Travellers from the United Kingdom, USA, Canada, Germany, Australia, Poland,...constitute the main markets and they remain so throughout

the year. These travellers are most sought after by tourist offices because of their highest purchasing power.



OUR BROPOSAL. YOUR CONTACT.

Participation fee for the selection of Craiova throughout its 2025 Christmas Event
with the creation a content dedicated to Craiova for one year at no cost +
membership fee for the selection/participation to the EUROPEAN BEST Christmas CEO - European Best Destinations

Market 2025-2026 (to take place in 20-27"" Nov 2025) and published until the

20" Nov 2026. Including participation to the competition, official logos, trophy,. m.lejeune@europeanbestdestinations.org

Maximilien Lejeune

Tel 0032.494.92.02.54

Payment of the membership fee for Christmas of 29.690 euros can be made at your
best convenience in 2025.

The payment of this participation fee does not guarantee any recognition
but only your participation to this competition.

This proposal is made for the Selection and Participation of Craiova among the
Best Christmas Destinations in Europe. This selection has been made independently
based on the offer of the destination. In order to increase your chance, please send
us clear information on your Christmas event as well as attractive image of your
destination as a Christmas destination. Travellers votes will be based on the texts
and pictures, it is important to show you at your best to increase your possibility to
be promoted in this ranking.
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